
                                                      

 
FOR RELEASE AT 3 PM on June 5, 2013                                                    

For more information contact:  
Robert D. Gioia, (716) 541-0058 

 

OISHEI FOUNDATION NAMES KAREN LEE SPAULDING VICE PRESIDENT OF 

PHILANTHROPIC SUPPORT 

 

Newly Created Staff Position will Focus on Expanding Role of Foundation 

 

Buffalo, N.Y. (June 5, 2013) - - The John R. Oishei Foundation is pleased to announce that Karen Lee 

Spaulding will join its staff as Vice President of Philanthropic Support in October of 2013. Ms. Spaulding has 

been with the Albright-Knox Art Gallery for over 30 years, most recently as Interim Director for four months 

and as Deputy Director for ten years.  

“The Foundation has been expanding its role beyond grantmaking over the past five years. We are 

building our capacity in order to enhance our support of area not-for-profits and leverage local resources. 

Karen’s expertise in non-profit leadership and planning will be invaluable to our efforts,” stated James 

Wadsworth, Oishei Foundation Board Chair.  

“We recently completed our three-year strategic plan in which we have identified goals for cultivating 

and strengthening local nonprofit agencies and working collectively to increase our impact and address major 

regional issues. Karen’s experience, energy and leadership abilities will be excellent additions to the 

Foundation’s team and will help us meet our strategic objectives,” said Robert Gioia, Oishei Foundation 

President.  

 



As Vice President of Philanthropic Support, Ms. Spaulding will work in collaboration with Oishei 

Foundation Program Officers to build the organizational strength of grantees through organizational 

assessments, leadership development, strategic staffing and succession planning, network building, and 

identification of training and funding opportunities. 

“It is an overwhelming honor for me to be joining the Oishei Foundation’s inspired and inspiring 

team of respected individuals led by Robert Gioia. I look forward to contributing to the strength, well-being, 

and vibrancy of many organizations within our city and our region,” stated Ms. Spaulding. “I am also 

profoundly grateful for more than three decades of great opportunity and professional growth at the Albright-

Knox Art Gallery, under four exceedingly talented and generous directors – Robert Buck, Douglas Schultz, 

Louis Grachos, and Janne Sirén. To my wonderful directors, colleagues, and supporters at the museum, I 

promise my enthusiastic advocacy and deep friendship far into the future.” 

“Karen leaves an enduring legacy at the Albright-Knox, and she will be greatly missed.  Her 

contribution to the museum during her tenure cannot be overstated, and while I am sorry to lose my Deputy 

Director and invaluable colleague and collaborator, I wish her all of the very best.  I know she will have the 

enormous impact on The John R. Oishei Foundation and the greater Buffalo region that she has had here at 

the museum, and we will be a better community for it,” Dr. Janne Sirén, Director, Albright-Knox Art Gallery, 

said. 

“This is such a great opportunity, not only for Karen, but for the community as a whole.  I cannot 

think of a more qualified, committed individual to lead this important new endeavor at the Oishei 

Foundation, and I am delighted for Karen, and for our entire region. In my capacity as a community advocate 

and supporter, I will be fortunate to continue to work with Karen in her new role,” stated Leslie Zemsky, 

President, Board of Directors, The Buffalo Fine Arts Academy.  

Prior to serving as Interim and Deputy Director at the Albright-Knox Art Gallery, Ms. Spaulding  

served as Interim Assistant Director for Administration and Facilities, Editor for Special Projects, Editor of 



Publications and Special Projects, and as a Freelance Editor there. She began her career at The Solomon R. 

Guggenheim Museum in New York City where she was a Curatorial Coordinator, Curatorial Assistant and 

Public Affairs Assistant.  

Her community service activities have included: Cultures of Giving Legacy Initiative at the 

Community Foundation for Greater Buffalo; Next Up! Oishei Leadership Retreat participant; Campaign 

Council, Friends Seminary in NYC; Chair, Vice Chair and Chair of several committees for the Purnell School 

in Pottersville, NY; Vice President of the Board of Education – Eden Central School District; member of the 

Board of the NCCJ; and several leadership/volunteer  roles at Trinity Episcopal Church in Buffalo.  

Ms. Spaulding earned a BA in Art History and Comparative Literature from Sarah Lawrence College. 

She resides in Eden, NY with husband Frederick A. Spaulding and has three children: Alexandra (33), Eliza 

(31), and Zachary (24).  

The John R. Oishei Foundation strives to be a catalyst for change to enhance the economic vitality 

and the quality of life for the Buffalo Niagara region through grantmaking, leadership and network building. 

The Foundation was established in 1940 by John R. Oishei, founder of Trico Products Corporation. 

For additional information, contact Robert D. Gioia (716-541-0058), President of The John R. Oishei 

Foundation. 
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